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Diverse Perspectives

American?
Do you know this

Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha is a public health advocate, author, pediatrician, and professor whose 
research revealed children were exposed to dangerous levels of lead in Flint, Michigan.  She is 
a founder and director of the Pediatric Public Health Initiative, a partnership between Hurley 
Medical Center and Michigan State University, to mitigate the impact of the Flint Water Crisis. 
Dr. Mona received her medical degree from MSU and completed her residencies at Wayne 
State. She is currently an associate professor at Michigan State’s College of Human Medicine. 

FFurther Reading: What the Eyes Don't See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance by Dr. Mona Hanna-At-
tisha
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Mae Carol Jemison was born in Decatur, Alabama, on October 17, 1956.  She is an author, en-
gineer, physician and an astronaut. After graduating from medical school at Cornell University 
in 1981 she began her career as a general practitioner, and then served as a doctor in the 
Peace Corps for two years where she distinguished herself by making a potentially controver-
sial call that saved a critically ill patient.  She joined NASA in 1992 and became the first Afri-
can-American woman in space. She later resigned from NASA and founded a company re-
searching the application of technology to daily life. 

Further Reading and Resources:  Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harri-
sonto.
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