
  

Read, sing, talk, write, and play when 
engaging with your young child.  Use 
the books and toys in this kit, along 

with the activity guide, to support the 
development of early literacy skills and 

instill a love of reading. 

 

 

 

This activity guide stays with the kit.   
For a copy of your own, visit www.thegdl.org/kits. 

 

 

What’s Inside: 
 

 Globe 
 

 Compass 
 

 Writing and Reading Comprehension Cards 
 

 Landform Photo Cards 
 

 Landform Riddle Flip Book 
 

 Dry Erase Marker 
 

 Tangrams 
 

 Lucy in the City by Julie Dillemuth 
 

 Where Are You? by Sarah Williamson 
 

 Follow That Map by Scott Ritchie 
 

 Laminated Activity Guide 
 

Recommended Ages: 4+ 
 



 Read the books in this kit with your child. 
   

 Make the story come alive!  Don’t be afraid to 
use voices and have fun with reading.  

 
 Take time to look at and talk about the 

pictures.   
 
 Ask your child questions about what is 

happening in the story and what they think 
may happen next.  

 
 Encourage your child to participate: filling in 

rhymes, chanting refrains, making sounds, 
and acting out parts of the story.  

   
 Talk about the story.  Help your child relate it 

to their own experiences. 

Oh, The Grand Old Duke of York 
 

Oh, the grand old Duke of York 
He had ten thousand men 

He marched them up to the top of the hill (reach high) 
And he marched them down again (reach low) 

 

And when they were up, they were up (reach high) 
And when they were down, they were down (reach low) 
And when they were only half-way up (reach half-high) 
They were neither up nor down (reach high, then low) 

 

Repeat at different speeds 
 

Up, Down, Turn Around 
 

Up, down, turn around 
Touch the sky and touch the ground 

Wiggle fingers, wiggle toes 
Wiggle shoulders, say hello 

 
Up, down, turn around 

Touch the sky and touch the ground 
Pat your belly, blink your eyes 
Give a wave and say goodbye 

 



  

 Take turns looking at the globe. Point to 
different locations and talk about what you 
might find there. What country is south of 
where you pointed? 
 

 Lucy gets separated from her family in Lucy 
in the City. Talk about the steps she took to 
find her way back.  

 

 Use the “Narrative Writing” prompt cards to 
practice creative writing. Try drawing pictures 
to go along with the writing prompts.  
 

 Make posters for some of your favorite 
landforms in your community or around the 
world. Write the name of the landform 
somewhere on your picture.  
 

 Draw a map of your room, home, or 
neighborhood.  
 



 

 

 Review the Landform Photo Cards with your 
child. Look at the picture and read the facts 
about each landform. Then tell your child you are 
thinking of just one of the pictures. Prompt your 
child to ask yes or no questions to try to guess 
which card you’re thinking of.  
 

 Can you and your child solve which landform 
goes to each riddle in the Landform Riddle Flip 
Book? Flip the pages to match them up.  
 

 Play a game of Simon Says. Use commands 
such as, “Simon says, jump towards the east.” 
Encourage your child to use the compass to 
learn which direction to head in. 
 

 Use the tangrams to gain a stronger sense of 
spatial relationships by rotating, flipping, and 
shifting the smaller shapes to create larger 
shapes. How many different shapes can you 
create with the smaller shapes? 


