What’s Inside:
 Learning Resources Peekaboo
Learning Farm
 Melissa & Doug Large Farm Jumbo
Knob Puzzle
 Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown
 Barnyard Banter by Denise Fleming
 Old MacDonald Had a Farm
by Jane Cabrera
 Laminated Activity Guide
Recommended Ages: 1+

Read, sing, talk, write, and play when
engaging with your young child. Use
the books and toys in this kit, along
with the activity guide, to support the
development of early literacy skills and
instill a love of reading.
This activity guide stays with the kit.
For a copy of your own, visit www.thegdl.org/kits.

 Read the books in this kit with your child.
 Make the story come alive! Don’t be afraid to
use voices and have fun with reading.
 Take time to look at and talk about the
pictures.
 Ask your child questions about what is
happening in the story and what they think
may happen next.
 Encourage your child to participate: filling in
rhymes, chanting refrains, making sounds,
and acting out parts of the story.
 Talk about the story. Help your child relate it
to their own experiences.

Sing along with the book in the kit, Old MacDonald Had a
Farm. Let your child turn the pages as you sing together.
The book Barnyard Banter has great rhythm to it. Try
singing it to the tune of a popular children’s song like “I’m
a Little Teapot” or “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”.
BINGO
There was a farmer who had a dog
And Bingo was his name-o
B-I-N-G-O
B-I-N-G-O
B-I-N-G-O
And Bingo was his name-o
There was a farmer who had a dog
And Bingo was his name-o
(clap)-I-N-G-O
(clap)-I-N-G-O
(clap)-I-N-G-O
And Bingo was his name-o
Repeat until all letters are replaced with claps

 Talk about the noises that each farm animal
makes. Then you make the noise and see if
your child can repeat it.
 If your child were a farmer, what animals
would live on their farm? What plants would
they grow?
 Use the toy farm animals and barn to introduce
positional words. For example, have your child
place the animals behind the barn; on top,
beside, in front, etc.

 Grab some blank paper and crayons.
Encourage your child to draw their version of a
farm. Can they draw a farm in the daytime and
a farm at nighttime? Use the book, Big Red
Barn as an example of how pictures look
different from day to night.
 Play a game of scribble: chase each other’s
crayons around a piece of paper. You could
pretend your crayons are animals and make
animal noises as you chase each other’s
crayons.
 Encourage your child to sign their name to
their artwork. Write out their name and talk
about each letter.

 Use the puzzle pieces and animal finger
puppets to act out some of the stories as you
read. Can your child match the animal pieces
to the animals in the stories?
 Play Farm Animal Charades: take turns acting
out animals with your child and guessing what
type animal each of you are. For example,
waddle like ducks, gallop like horses, or strut
like chickens.

